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Meeting Summary

March 1, 2010
8:00 a.m.

Genesee I.S.D.
Present:
Clyde Bell, GASC Technology Center

Dan Borton, McLaren Hospital

Sherry Bradish, Mott Community College

Donna Burmeister, Genesee ISD

Craig Coney, Career Alliance, Inc.

Larry Ford, Genesee ISD

Sharon Ganssley, Shiawassee RESD

Candice Johnson, Baker College of Flint
Jenean Kleinedler, Technical Edge, Inc.
Renita Mikolajczyk, Shiawassee Chamber

Donna Lott-Simmonds, Flint Schools

Deb McKerracher, TGI Direct
Ed Koledo, Linden Schools
Lisa Seigel, Shiawassee RESD

Dr. Dick Shaink, Mott Community College

Frederic Stanley, Genesee ISD
Janie Stewart, Baker College – Flint

Cindy Thurlow, Genesee ISD


Dr. Richard Shaink called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.
1.
Welcome/Introductions
Everyone in attendance introduced themselves and the organization they represented. 
2.
EAG Membership
Representation of business membership has slipped below the 60% threshold prescribed in the Bylaws.  Therefore, Dr. Shaink encouraged members of the EAG to nominate new business members and to send the names to him for review and consideration by the EAG co-chairs and the president of Career Alliance.  A prospective business members list is currently being compiled from names received from Dr. Shaink, Tim Herman and Alicia Booker.  An invitation will be made to all prospective members to attend the May 10 EAG meeting.  Fred Stanley thanked Dr. Shaink for his assistance on membership.
3.
Tech Prep Professional Development Update (Handout)
A calendar of Tech Prep activity for 2009-10 was distributed.  Professional development is taking place in Genesee and Shiawassee Counties in the technology areas and also in delivery of instruction in academics in CTE.  PD will continue to be implemented into the 2010-11 school year involving staff from every career pathway and program area.  Fred Stanley stated that collaboration is good between Mott Community College and Shiawassee and Genesee Counties.  
4.
Perkins and Tech Prep New Application
Fred Stanley reported that the Secondary Perkins and Tech Prep Grant Application has been released from the State and 2010-11 allocations have been distributed to our local school districts, Mott Community College and Shiawassee County.  The tentative grant award is $1.3 million for Perkins, and $196,000 for Tech Prep.  The grant application is due to the State April 1, 2010.  
5.
Career Planning Initiative Update
Donna Burmeister reported on the Career Planning/EDP midyear and end-of-year review process for local districts.  Sixty-four buildings, comprised of high schools, middle schools, alternative education programs, and one public school academy, undergo the review process.  Compliance must be met before allocations are released for the next school year.  Districts are given midyear reviews in January and must work towards meeting compliance by the following January.  Ten buildings were not in compliance last year, but all have come into compliance this year.  
Ed Koledo, superintendent, Linden Community Schools, provided positive comments on the career planning process.  He stated that the process is all relevant and an invaluable tool that greatly impacts students.  Fred Stanley stated that the process avoided being cut this year and is working very well across the county.  Lisa Seigel reported that, although they do not have consultants in Shiawassee County, the process is being implemented on a smaller scale. Dan Borton also stated the process was great for his daughter who graduated from Linden High School.  He stated that the investment in the career planning process was invaluable.  

6.
CTE Marketing
Lisa Seigel reported that Perkins funds have been allocated to promote CTE programs and articulation in Shiawassee and Genesee Counties.  Participants include Mott Community College, CTE teachers from both counties, GASC Technology Center staff, and students.  Direct credit, dual enrollment, and  articulation are processes that are being marketed.  A contract has been made with Harvest Media in Shiawassee County to develop a website that is user friendly to display all programs and articulation options in both counties.  Postsecondary options are also available.  A preview of the website will be shared at a future EAG meeting.
7.
Other/Discussion Items
Dr. Shaink asked members for additional comments or discussion.
Renita Mikolajczyk reported that the Employment Training Consortium is discussing restructuring of the Employment Builders Alliance in Shiawassee County.  No large employers have been lost in Shiawassee in the past three years.  A number of them are looking at expansion.  Small business is holding its own.  The Small Business and Technology Development Center had 17 clients last year and 48 clients this year to date – a 217% increase.  The Technology Development Committee is working on an e-commerce platform.  

Jenean Kleinedler commented on the importance of broadband capabilities particularly in suburban/rural areas.  Hopefully the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act stimulus may help to expand the broadband service areas.  
 
Craig Coney reported that many people are being placed in training programs in Genesee and Shiawassee County in spite of the economy.  The State of Michigan develops and maintains a high-demand list of occupations.  Career Alliance partners with the service provider network for training, retraining and placement according to the high demand.  
Candice Johnson reported that Baker College is very busy as many people are returning for training and further education.  Baker is working closely with Career Alliance.  

Sharon Ganssley reported that the GASC Technology Center is hosting the MOSPA (Michigan Occupational Special Populations Association) Conference on Friday, March 5, 2010.  MOSPA is an association that promotes opportunities and provides support to career and technical education programs and students with special needs.  Approximately 73 CTE paraprofessionals from several counties have registered.  The main speaker will be addressing autism and creative communicating as well as ways to motivate students and teachers.  Awards will be given to parapros and students.  Sharon thanked Clyde Bell for hosting the event over the past several years.  

Lisa Seigel reported that on March 5 Sharon Ganssley will be receiving the Outstanding Professional Regional MOSPA Award and will then be honored to receive the State award as well at Bay Harbor in May.  Clyde Bell stated that Sharon is an exceptional leader and well deserving of this award.
Janie Stewart reported that Baker College’s Career Exploration Program assists eighth graders in career exploration in the areas of education, human services, technology and business.  Each of the six sessions is attended by approximately 120 students.
Larry Ford reported on the recent retirement announcement of GISD Superintendent Dr. Thomas Svitkovich effective prior to September 30, 2010.  The GISD Board of Education will be working hard over the next several months to secure a new superintendent.  The GISD will work closely with partners, i.e., local district superintendents, the Greater Flint Educational Consortium, and ISD employees, to address needs and make a good choice.  Dr. Shaink wished the ISD the best of luck in this transition and commented how the ISD delivered outstanding services.

Sherry Bradish reported that Mott Community College is providing professional development for counselors in special populations for secondary and postsecondary.  

Deb McKerracher stated that TGI Direct has accepted an invitation to host the next EAG meeting, May 10, 2010.  Deb expressed that TGI also welcomes and extends an invitation to local districts for student tours.  They would like to see more students interested in programming visit the facility.  
Clyde Bell reported that over 2,500 people toured the GASC Technology Center at it’s annual Open House on February 25, 2010.  The Recommended Academic Credit process was highlighted.  Fred Stanley attended the Open House and commented that there was lots of activity and a good setup for parents.  Labs were spotless and the entire event was very well done.  Clyde distributed a handout on courses offerings for 2010-11.
Dr. Shaink, chairman of the Genesee Global Intermodal Corridor Initiative and the Genesee Global Action Team, reported on economic development in the county.  A public hearing on Buick City – one of the largest brownfield sites in Michigan and the country – took place at the Brownfield Community Forum on February 18, 2010.  Local and state panelists discussed the challenges and opportunities facing the community in the redevelopment of the 220-acre site.  
The event was sponsored by the Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce and was designed to inform community members, local and state leaders, and other stakeholders about the status of the Buick City site and ongoing effort to redevelop the property.  About 125 people attended the community forum, including members of the local legislative delegation.  
Buick City currently has a willing investor who wants to build a $265 million rail-to-truck intermodal facility.  The project has faced various roadblocks – including the question of who owns the long-term environmental liability of the site.  If the project is allowed to move forward, it could potentially help create 600 jobs, another 100+ construction jobs, and about 800 indirect jobs from a multiplier effect.  The project will also help create a new marketing position for Flint and Genesee County, making it easier to attract new investors and companies to the area.  

While much work lies ahead, the Environmental Protection Agency is actively working on some possible solutions that would allow the intermodal project to move forward.  
8.
Other/Discussion Items
Dr. Shaink thanked Fred Stanley, Donna Burmeister and Cindy Thurlow for their work on the EAG.
9.
Future Meeting Dates:

May 10

8:00 a.m.
TGI Direct


September 27

8:00 a.m.
Rowe Engineering (Location tentative)


December 13

8:00 a.m.
Health Plus (Location tentative)

10.
Adjourn

With no further business or discussion, the meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m.
NOTE:  If you are interested in receiving handouts from this meeting, please contact Cindy Thurlow at  www.cthurlow@geneseeisd.org or 810-591-4437.
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