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Meeting Summary

May 11, 2009
8:00 a.m.

Bishop Airport
Members Present:

Clyde Bell, GASC Technology Center

Sherry Bradish, Mott Community College

Craig Coney, Career Alliance, Inc.

Mike Ellis, Goodrich Area Schools

Larry Ford, Genesee ISD

Amy Fugate, Mott Community College

Tim Herman, Genesee Regional Chamber

Jenean Kleinedler, Technical Edge, Inc.
Renita Mikolajczyk, Shiawassee Chamber

Julianne Princinsky, Baker College of Flint

Dr. Dick Shaink, Mott Community College

Frederic Stanley, Genesee ISD

Dr. Thomas Svitkovich, Genesee ISD
Others Present:
Donna Burmeister, Genesee ISD
Meshelle Merritt, USARC


Cindy Thurlow, Genesee ISD

Co-Chair Dr. Dick Shaink called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.  
1.
Introductions/Welcome
Welcome and introductions were made.  Dr. Shaink thanked James Rice, who has held the position of Director of Bishop Airport for the past 20 years, for hosting the meeting.  
Mr. Rice welcomed the group and said he enjoyed having the EAG at Bishop Airport.  He pointed out historic pictures of the airport that were displayed on the walls of the new James Sharp Conference Room.  The airport has routed over 1 million passengers per year over the last five years.  New construction to expand the airport is currently underway.  A nine-member board oversees the “Building for the Future” project.  He commented about the many community members and business leaders who genuinely care about this community and are diligently working together to address the economic situation in the area.  On the education side, Mr. Rice also commented on the important role math plays in preparing students who are interested in aviation work or general occupations at the airport.
Tim Herman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Mr. Herman reported on the Auto Recovery Meeting that was held on May 8, 2009, at Mott Community College.  Dr. Edward Montgomery from Washington D.C., as well as U.S. Senators, Governor Jennifer Granholm, and many elected officials attended the Auto Recovery Meeting.  The primary purpose of the event was to hear recommendations from many local entities, including business leaders and educational leaders, on how to address the auto crises and the type of intervention needed for the community to stabilize itself over the next few years.  Most importantly, Montgomery and his team of eight federal agencies are in possession of a road map on how the local challenges can be met.  
Tim Herman stated that he was impressed with the presentations that were made and commented on the positive effect that is made when the entire community is united in one consistent voice.  Well-engaged conversation was had regarding GM, Delphi, Buick, and Kettering University.  Tim reiterated the support from the Genesee Regional Chamber for Mike Brown, acting Mayor of Flint, and the community.  

Tim congratulated Julie Princinsky on Baker’s new Center for Transportation Technology division which allows Baker College of Flint the opportunity to expand its automotive technician enrollment and respond to the marketplace need for highly-trained transportation individuals.  
Partners for Progress, a new initiative developed by the Genesee Regional CC to tell good news stories about Genesee County, can be visited at  www.thegrcc.org   

2.
Review of Postsecondary Perkins 
Amy Fugate presented the 2009-10 Annual Application Executive Summary for Perkins.  The purpose of Perkins is to develop more fully the academic and career and technical skills of postsecondary students who elect to enroll in career and technical education programs.  An Executive Summary detailing priorities, proposed activities and $1.4 million dollar budget was presented to the EAG for review.  A motion to accept the summary for review was made by Larry Ford and seconded by Tim Herman.  The motion was supported unanimously.
3.
GASC Enrollments/Summer Youth Initiative
Clyde Bell reported that over 3,000 applications were received for the area center for the 2009-10 school year.  This was a drop of about 250 from this year.  The drop in numbers is an obvious result of declining enrollment.  
Mr. Bell reported that English, Math, Science and Visual Performing Arts credit will be available for students who successfully complete the GASC CTE course.  The 2009 Educational Summer Adventures Base Camp Challenge Center brochure was distributed.  
He also reported that the area center will be a site for the Summer Youth Initiative Program being implemented through the Genesee Regional Chamber of Commerce.  Career option awareness is a major part of this program.
The GASC Technology Center’s graduation ceremony will be held on May 26, 2009, at the Flint Whiting Auditorium.

4.
CTE Best of the Best Student Awards

Cindy Thurlow reported on the fourth annual CTE “Best of the Best” Student Awards Program.  In celebration of National Career and Technical Education Week, one student from each of Genesee County’s 21 public school districts was honored as a Career Technical Education “Best of the Best” Award recipient.  The students received their awards at a luncheon ceremony held Wednesday, May 6, 2009, at the Holiday Inn Gateway Centre. The awards program, sponsored by Genesee Intermediate School District’s Career Technical Education department, highlighted the accomplishments of the “Best of the Best” award recipients.   

5.
Bishop International Airport (Covered under Agenda Item #1)
6.
Discussion Items

Recruiting for business leaders to join the EAG was discussed.  Thanks were given to Alicia Booker for coordinating the EAG meeting at Bishop Airport today and securing Fernco, Inc., of Davison for our September 28, 2009, meeting.

It was noted that attendance at today’s meeting was low as many Shiawassee County staff were attending the Green Jobs Conference being held in Lansing.


Jenean Kleinedler stated that Connect Tech Group, which is an off-shoot of Automation Alley, is hosting a “Social Networking” workshop on June 25, 2009, at Damon’s Restaurant at 6:00 p.m.


Renita Mikolajczyk stated that the Economic Development Department has been shifted away from the Shiawassee Regional Chamber of Commerce.  However, the two groups are still working together in long-range strategic planning.  She noted that their relationship with Career Alliance is becoming stronger.  She also noted that 50% of the Shiawassee County workforce leaves the county each day to commute to work.  The unemployment rate in Shiawassee County is 15.7%.  Shiawassee County has experienced 137 home foreclosures.  
Larry Ford commented on the new development in the Flint downtown area.  Several new business have emerged including Blackstone’s Pub & Grill as its newest eatery; 501 Bar & Grill; Wize Guys Pizza, Inc.; George Falaras, of Blue Collar Gourmet; and Wade Trim.  Larry encouraged everyone to visit  the area to see its new developments.  Free parking is available with security.  


Tom Svitkovich reported that collaboration is becoming stronger with the GASC Technology Center, K-12 districts and postsecondary partners in terms of graduation credit and articulation.  He also noted that a job posting for an executive director position for the Greater Flint Educational Consortium is currently open.  This position includes responsibilities in staff development, articulation, recruitment, testing and senior surveys.

Tom Svitkovich commented on the Genesee Early College.  Genesee Intermediate School District, in partnership with the University of Michigan – Flint, operates the Genesee Early College which is an intensive, state-of-the-art five-year high school combining the best elements of the high school and early university experience. It is designed to prepare students for careers and advanced study in the medical and health professions. The school is a fully integrated part of the University of Michigan-Flint community. This school is open to students from all 21 local districts in Genesee County and those districts geographically adjacent to Genesee County. 


Clyde Bell reported that he has a housing construction teacher who has received  “Green” certification (energy conservation).

Julianne Princinsky noted that Baker College - Flint and Career Alliance are working together for a stronger relationship in addressing displaced workers and retraining.  Craig Coney spoke about the No-Worker-Left-Behind education funding that is available through Career Alliance for short-term degrees.  Degrees are limited to two years and average $12,000.  Training sites include Baker College of Owosso, Baker College of Flint, Mott CC, and U of M – Flint.  For more information, contact Craig at cconey@careeralliance.org .
Next Meeting:
The next meeting of the EAG is scheduled for September 28, 2009, 8:00 a.m., at Fernco, Inc., 300 South Dayton Street, Davison.
With no further business or discussion, the meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m.
NOTE:  If you are interested in receiving any of the handouts from this meeting, please contact Cindy Thurlow at  www.cthurlow@geneseeisd.org or 810-591-4437.
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